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Grateful for Mums
It is a real joy to celebrate Mother’s Day with our families. I especially love 
and look forward to receiving unique hand written cards from my three, 
which has become a bit of a family tradition.

My Mum, who is now 81, has been longing for a bicycle. Yes, that’s right, 
a bicycle at 81!!  My Dad is not very adventurous and so for many years 
now Mum has taken off and explored the world without him, with a friend 
or two, or wonderfully for us both, with me!! As soon as I completed 
High School, Mum and I would take off on holiday adventures around 
Australia and then when I was in my 20’s and Mum in her 50’s, we travelled 
overseas as well. We have lots of great memories, including going on a 
rollercoaster ride at Disneyland and climbing to the very top of St Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome. More recently, Mum has found a way to get abroad, on a 
cruise or two around NZ with a friend. 

Needless to say, Dad was not super keen on mum getting a bike for 
Mother’s Day. He isn’t at all adventurous or a risk taker - and that is okay. 
However, Mum is – and that is okay too.  She wants to live her life to the 
full, to experience the thrills and spills of it all… 

Mum was indeed thrilled with her new bike. Everyone thought we were 
crazy, but there was Mum with a smile from ear to ear! It is a wonderful 
reminder that God created us as special, unique beings, loved for who we 
are and that we should always love and embrace the way God has made 
us! I hope you had a wonderful Mother’s Day celebration with your family.

P.S. I looked over at Dad when Mum was riding her new bicycle at 9pm on 
Saturday night, and said “she has to live her dreams” – he agreed. And you 
know what? I hear he even had a ride the next morning before Mum got 
up!

“You are fearfully and wonderfully made”.  Psalm 139:14

Submitted by Louise Venning

Upcoming Events
WEEK 3

THU 14 MAY
• Education Support Personnel Day

WEEK 4

18 MAY - 22 MAY
• National Volunteers Week

WEEK 5

27 MAY - 3 JUNE
• Reconciliation Week

FRI 29 MAY
• School Disco

WEEK 7

MON 8 JUNE
• Queens Birthday Public Holiday

WED 10 JUNE
• School Photos

WEEK 9

FRI 26 JUNE
• Term 2 Concludes



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Class activities

From the Principal
STUDENT ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL
It has been great to see the majority of students back at 
school this week. From next week, we will be contacting 
the few families still at home to discuss options for 
home learning, as with almost full attendance, teachers 
will be unavailable during the day. Thank you to all 
parents and caregivers for your support of our teachers 
and support staff.

EDUCATION SUPPORT PERSONNEL DAY
Tomorrow, Thursday 14 May, we celebrate the staff who 
support us in many areas around the school. Please 
join us in thanking our support staff for the incredible 
work they do in helping the St Paul community.

AFTERNOON TRAFFIC AND STUDENT COLLECTION
For the time being, we are supervising students for 
longer in kiss and drop. If you would like to avoid the 
busy traffic, please feel welcome to arrive later. We 
will supervise students until 3:45pm before taking any 
remaining students across to SPLASH.

For those of you wanting to avoid kiss and drop, 
Barton Reserve is a good option for parents to wait for 
students exiting the back gate. If you use this option, 
please be sure to come close enough for you to be 
identified by your child and the staff member on duty.

The traffic gate is for vehicles only. Staff have been 
instructed to ask all students and parents to use the 
pedestrian gates only.

STAFF FAREWELLS
As we continue to work with changing requirements 
for the COVID-19 pandemic, I have been working with 
professional companies to ensure that we can provide 
the safest environment for staff and students at St 
Paul.  From these discussions, I have made the difficult 
decision to outsource our cleaning and maintenance 
requirements.

I am thankful the years of willing and enthusiastic 
service that Lorraine, Ian and John have committed to 
the St Paul community. In a time of enrolment growth, 
they have supported us to maintain additional needs, 
as well as become personal friends to many of you. My 
thoughts and prayers are with Lorraine, Ian and John 
as they leave the St Paul staff team. Ian remains part of 
the school community as a school parent, and John as a 
school grandparent.

Leila Mattner|Principal

Students celebrating birthdays 
this week
Neel Patil Advait Jagdale

Tianney Hong Maliya Martin

Chelsea Pham Ethan Christian

Thomas Awad Thea Doyle

Macy Houston

From the Deputy Principal
As we return to the new normal here at St Paul, it’s 
easy to take for granted some of the challenges 
we have already overcome. In particular I think the 
work of teachers should be acknowledged as the full 
gravity of their response to moving online is hard to 
comprehend. 

Within an incredibly short space of time they moved 
their (mostly completely reworked) learning program 
online, into interfaces and learning management 
systems they had not used for this purpose previously. 
With dozens of students relying on their sense of 
calm, feedback and support and families looking for 
assurance, guidance and tech support, our teachers 
rose to challenge whilst dealing with the impact of 
Covid-19 on their own lives. There is no doubt that the 
teachers of St Paul are experts at putting the needs of 
students first.

There are many challenges ahead, but Christian schools 
are well placed to face them with confidence. Empathy, 



compassion, community and grace are more important 
in our world than ever. The focus on developing these 
dispositions and values in students has been a focus 
for some time in our classrooms, but now takes on 
additional significance. Our teachers are up to the 
challenge.

RECONCILIATION WEEK 
Reconciliation Week is 27 May to 3 June. National 
Reconciliation Week is a time for all Australians to learn 
about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, 
and to explore how each of us can contribute to 
achieving reconciliation in Australia. https://www.
reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/

Congratulations to Henry Reid (Year 5) whose artwork 
‘Many Eyes’ features on the front cover of this month’s 
The Lutheran magazine. Henry says ‘his artwork is 
about how there is one God and there are lots of 
people... we are all different’. Henry’s artwork is the 
inspiration for the LCA’s Reconciliation Action Plan logo.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
MOTHER’S DAY STALL THANKS
Thank you to those families who purchased a Mother’s 
Day Stall gift. We trust the Mums in our St Paul 
Community enjoyed some lovely family time over the 
weekend.

SAVE THE DATE SCHOOL DISCO- FRIDAY 29 MAY 
Our School Disco is still happening, but it will look a 
little different this year. The Disco will happen during 
school hours and students are invited to wear casual 
clothes. This will be a FREE event! More information 
next week!

SAVE THE DATE SCHOOL PHOTOS—WEDNESDAY 10 
JUNE 
Please mark Wednesday 10 June in your diaries for 
School Photos. More information will sent out to all 
families soon.

GRATITUDE AND CONNECTION
Over the past few weeks, students have shown such 
resilience with different learning models and classroom 
environments. It’s been so great to hear from our 
students about what they are proud of and I think 
it’s really important to share these with our St Paul 
community:

•   Well on the last days of last term I was able to hang 
out with other people that’s not in my class and I was 
able to make new friends. At home I was able to show 
my parents what I do at school. Charlize Martin Year 4.

•   I am proud that I researched so much for 3 weeks. 
Hutton Broome Year 4.
•   I am proud of myself for my ability to follow the 
instructions and work independently while at home. 
Thinara Hatangala Year 5
•   I am proud of how I could express my creativity while 
doing my work from home. Finn Morris Year 5
•   I am proud because I pushed myself to the best 
of my ability, especially when I do not have all the 
resources that I usually do at school. Schyler Briene 
Year 5
•   I am so grateful we have the technology for home 
learning, and I am grateful that the teachers took the 
time to email us our work and answer our questions at 
home. Stephanie Beech Year 5
•   I was doing lots of reading at home – Alice 
Kharabash- Reception 
•   I loved making number lines at home – Alexa 
Monger- Reception
•   I liked making new friends in my community – Noah 

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-reconciliation-week/ 
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Edgecomb- Reception
•   I was proud of the craft I made in my community – 
Thea Doyle- Reception

I’d really love to hear from you (and share) about 
what you’ve appreciated, seen or heard from your 
children during these uncertain times. Please email me 
cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note that the Uniform Shop will not be open 
for face-to-face appointments or over the counter 
purchases. Unfortunately, we are unable to accept 
second-hand uniforms at this time. Please call our office 
to speak with Jane or email jsabel@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

PARENTING THROUGH COVID-19
The Parenting and Family Support Program is 
presenting a free 1-hour webinar around the following 
topics:
•   Predictability, routines and traditions

•   Technology safety

•   Talking to your children about COVID-19

•   Understanding your child’s behaviour

There is an opportunity to submit your own questions 
too.

Times available are:

•   Saturday 16 May 10.00am-11.00am

•   Wednesday 20 May 1.30pm-2.30pm

•   Friday 29 May 10.00am-11.00am

To register your interest, please follow the link https://
parenting.sa.gov.au/parenting-seminars-and-videos 

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

From our Community Chaplain
SEASONS FOR GROWTH® PROGRAM 
LEARNING TO LIVE WITH CHANGE AND LOSS 

Change and loss are issues that affect all of us at some 
stage in our lives and with the recent turn of events in 
our world, this a time where it is as prevalent as ever.

As a school community, we recognize that when 

changes occur in families through death, separation, 
divorce, related circumstances and traumatic events, 
young people may benefit from learning how to 
manage these changes effectively. 

We will be offering Seasons for Growth to commence 
this term and into Term 3.  This voluntary program is 
facilitated in small groups and is based on research 
which highlights the importance of social support and 
the need to practice new skills to cope effectively with 
change and loss.  Seasons for Growth offers children 
and young people a safe space to come together, 
and share their experiences of change and loss.  The 
program focuses on issues such as self-esteem, 
managing feelings, problem-solving, decision-making, 
effective communication and support networks. 

St Paul Lutheran is pleased to be able to offer this 
important program and we are confident that it will be 
a valuable learning experience for those who request 
to be involved. If you require further information please 
contact Louise Venning or you can visit the website 
www.goodgrief.org.au  

There are program brochures on the table in the Front 
Office and information can be emailed upon request.

If anyone would like extra support at this time, please 
email Louise Venning, Community Chaplain, lvenning@
stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

General News
I would like to send a big thank you to all the students 
who have brought back their library books this week. 
Students are welcome to drop their books into the 
library returns box at any time. 

Last week we were able to offer students at school the 
opportunity to borrow from the library and have their 
readers exchanged. We are continuing to look after 
the health of our students in the library by using hand 
sanitiser when entering the library, regularly cleaning 
high use surfaces between classes and quarantining 
and cleaning returned library books and readers before 
returning them to the shelves.

Wendy McLeod|Library Resource Manager
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St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
CHURCH@HOME 
The Lutheran Church of Australia/New Zealand (LCA/NZ) has put together 
a range of resources to support people worshipping in their own home.  
To access these features, please visit www.lca.org.au/worship/wpp/
churchhome 

Airing weekly on Facebook is the St Michael’s Lutheran Church in Hahndorf 
at 9.30am every Sunday. Also, Bethlehem Lutheran Church in the city 
have a worship service on free-to-air TV on Channel 44 on Saturdays at 
12.00noon and St John’s Unley as well on Sundays at 2.30pm.

BACKPACKS 4 SA KIDS
Items in most need currently are face washers, hairbrushes, combs, roll-on 
deodorants, DVDs up to rating of M (can be new or used as long as they 
are like new).  Items can be dropped at the school front office.  For all the 
information about other ways to donate, please visit their website http://
backpacks4sakids.org/  

STAMPS FOR MISSION
Are you getting more snail mail these days?  Save the stamps!  Stamps 
for Mission has raised nearly $447,000 Australia wide so far through this 
project. Please drop in your stamps to the school front office and they will 
be added to the Church collection. Thank you.  

GRATITUDE TREE
It has been a pleasure watching the notes of gratitude fill the tree on the 
Ministry pin board in the school. Thank you to everyone who has added 
their prayers and notes of thanks – we are a blessed community and have 
so much to be thankful for.

GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” John 14:6
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Parenting through 

COVID-19

FREE
Parenting Webinar

Presented by: Parenting and Family Support Team - Department of Human Services

Join us for a 1 hour FREE parenting Webinar on:
How to connect with your child/ren through routines and traditions

Technology safety and use

Talking to your children about COVID-19

Understanding and managing your child’s behaviour

To register, click on the link below or type the link of your preferred date in your web browser

Thursday, 7 May        7pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2H304alMQ6irPQ-kaslEnw

Saturday, 16 May       10am
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DmKBpq4YS36kF8OWrWSVPA

Wednesday, 20 May       1.30pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_opEuH_z3QiOgEW0f3gNISw

Friday, 29 May        10am
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5ucjYIeWQYmjBLbCCd2QAQ


